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Report

To Qur

Constituents

It is impossible to reflect on 2001 without first extending Modern Courts’
condolences and sympathies to all who have suffered during these tragic
times. In many ways, it feels inappropriate to turn attention to daily tasks, yet
we hear, and heed, the call to move forward.

The past year was marked by extraordinary growth and accomplishment.
Our $631,000 budget was by far the largest in the organization’s history. We
hired new staff, moved offices, and upgraded our technology. To capitalize on
our growth, we hired Modern Courts’ first-ever Development Coordinator.

Our legislative affiliate, the Committee for Modern Courts, pressed hard
on several fronts. We lobbied in Albany, created and distributed a brochure
summarizing our legislative positions, held outreach forums in Westchester,
Albany, and New York City, and conducted attention-generating surveys of the
candidates for the state legislature and the Mayor of New York City.

One particularly profound change merits special attention. In December,
2001, Modern Courts’ Chair, Michael Cardozo, was appointed Corporation
Counsel for the City of New York, and was required to resign from the Board.
Michael’s contributions to Modern Courts are too innumerable to mention.
His insight, creativity, and energy will be sorely missed, but we take comfort in
the knowledge that Michael’s many talents will be brought to bear on behalf of
so many New Yorkers.

The future holds many challenges for Modern Courts. The economy is
nowhere near as robust as in the recent past, and the impact of the tragic
events of September 11th is everlasting. The rule of law and the integrity of
our courts have taken on even greater salience and prominence, and Modern
Courts remains steadfast in its pursuit of the fair and impartial administration
of justice.
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Steven M. Zéidman
Executive Director

Steven M. Zeidman was Executive Director of The Fund for Modern Courts until August 2002.



The John J. McCloy
Memorial Award

The 2001 John J. McCloy Memorial Award was presented on May 14, 2001 to
Victor A. Kovner, senior partner at Davis Wright Tremaine LLP.

Victor has been a staunch advocate on behalf of the courts. He served as Vice-
Chair of the Mayor’s Committee on the Judiciary, Chair of the New York State
Commission on Judicial Conduct, and as Corporation Counsel of the City of New York.
Victor has also been a leader in the Association of the Bar of the City of New York,
serving as Chair of the Committee on the Judiciary, and as Secretary of the Executive
Committee. For more than two decades, Victor has worked tirelessly to improve methods
of judicial selection, to preserve judicial independence, and to increase the efficiency
and effectiveness of the courts.

Michael A. Cardozo, Chair of Modern Courts’ Board of Directors, opened the
evening’s program, and introduced New York State Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye. Judge
Kaye highlighted Victor’s many efforts to improve the administration of justice in New
York, and presented him with the 2001 McCloy Award. In accepting the award, Victor
urged those in attendance to remain vigilant and steadfast in the fight for court merger
and merit selection of judges. Thanks to the efforts of Event Committee Co-Chairs,
Thomas J. Schwarz and Jeffrey G. Stark, the event was a great success as nearly 300 people
gathered to honor Victor’s exemplary public service career.

The McCloy Award is named in honor of
John J. McCloy, who served as Chair of the Fund

and Committee for Modern Courts from -
1961-1978. The award honors lawyers

who have made outstanding contributions :

1 == to improving the administration of justice .4
¥ -“"'i 4 in New York State. Past honorees are
) N' Hon. Hugh G. Carey, Dean John D.
= Feerick, Hon. Hugh R. Jones, Robert M.

Kaufman, Hon. Edward I. Koch,
\ Robert MacCrate, Fern Schair,
" and Hon. Cyrus R. Vance.
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—_— FL 5 New York State Chief Judge Judith S, Kaye with
‘i“ 1 S the 2001 John J. McCloy Memorial Award recipient
"'1': - bt Victor A. Kovner and Fund for Modern Courts
N L) i..l:\ : Chair Michael A. Cardozo
N

Victor A. Kovner
delivers his remarks.




The 2000 Duboff Award was presented on December 12, 2001 to the Capital
District Court Monitors (CDCM). The CDCM have a long record of distinguished
service. Their detailed, thorough, and comprehensive reports were instrumental in
The Office of Court Administration’s development of the new Rensselaer County
Family and Troy City Courts. More recently, their report on the Schenectady County
Family Court led to the formation of a court facilities task force. Not content to rest
on their laurels, the CDCM are presently monitoring the
Saratoga County Family Court. CDCM projects are notewor-
thy for the media attention they generate, and the tangible
results they produce. The CDCM represent the best in non-
lawyer, citizen participation in the administration of justice,
and embody perfectly the spirit of the Duboff Award.

The Samuel J. Duboff Memorial Award recognizes
non-lawyers who make extraordinary contributions toward
improving the quality of justice in New York State. First pre-
sented in 1986, the award is named for the late Samuel J.
Duboff, who served as Chair of Modern Courts’ Executive
Committee for 19 years.

Mr. Duboff was a partner in the accounting firm of Ernst & Whinney, and was
a respected leader of many civic and social service organizations. He was well
known for encouraging others to volunteer their time for community service.
Members of the Duboff family remain active in the court reform effort, and Mr.
Duboff’s son, David B. Duboff, is a member of the Board of Directors of the Fund
for Modern Courts.

Duboff
Award
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Michael Cardozo presenting the
Samuel J. Duboff Memorial Award
to Helga Schroeter, Capital District
coordinator and monitors Mary
Ann Cleaves and Maxine Borom.



Forum On
Juveniles and

the Courts

Forum
In December of 2001, Modern Courts sponsored a Forum entitled,

“Juveniles and the Courts: Achieving Justice in Youth Court, Family Courts and
Criminal Courts.” The panelists covered a wide range of responses to juvenile
crimes, from the least serious offenses which may get addressed in youth courts,
the PINS and Juvenile Delinquents whose cases come to family court for disposi-
tion, to the most serious perpetrators of crime who may have to face an adult
criminal court. The forum attracted a diverse audience whose lively participation
in the question and answer portion greatly benefited the program. In
Spring 2002, Modern Courts will hold another forum

\II ]'.\.l.ll‘ in Albany on the Integrated Domestic Violence
| —~zam Courts. The Albany region includes one of the pilot
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Modern Courts

in the News
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pPanel urges i

pmvements

to county court buildings

By ANDREA pULMER
Cazette Reporter

COLONIE — Updating court
facilities should be 3 priority.
according to 4 panel of experts
that included two state Supreme
Court judges-

The panelists discussed court
facilities in the 2ist century an
Thursday at 3 prestmation in
Colonie spnnsnmd. by the Fub
for Modern Courts.

Over the years, many coun
tiés 5ta§ewi:l= have not kept UP

»

the need © update their condi-
1ions, said Nicholas Capra. 3 { o
tired director af court facilities
for the state Office of Court Ad-
mimsrraunn,

‘Gratewide 36 of the 56 coun-
ties have completed SUCCess
renovation programs. he said.

“-plbany and Rensselaer coun-
¢ officials have made substan
tjil repovations 19 their court
facilities. Tro¥ officials plan 1@
dadicate their newly rehabilitat”
ed city coumns ay, sai Ed-
ward Spaif, grate Supreme
Courl justice.

gchoharie officials are in pro-
vess of renovating their historic
court house i0 the village, bt
have seemingly Fun inta severs
problems. Since the project be-
yam, the €ost has nearly doubled
(o mare than £7 milion. pepurts

said. schenectady County off
cials are also seeking
vate their coutt facilities. Su-
preme Court {ustice ito
Caruso, Who spoke 3
day's evenb
heading 3 p\annlng committee
to help cfforts in Schenectady
move forwar d.

The commit
od at several possible P ans, but
will likely recnmmend renoval-

The facility has heen estimat-
ed to cost anywhere perween
330 and $40 million

The additional space will al-
low citys county, state and fami-
ly court 10 he under OnE roof.

Currently, county- <tate and
jocated in the

are handled in separate court of-
fices located in City Hall on Jay
Sureet-

~The need has peen long €5
1ahlished. the time is pow,” Car-
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More Lean,
| Less Mean,

/ Floors Swept
/' And So Clean

Having Hot Coffer
Helps Bring Order
In the Court
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2001 Financial Report

with 2000 comparative statement

Audited Audited
2001 2000

EXPENSES
Salaries 305,369 265,726
Employee Benefits and Payroll Taxes 50,202 42,909
Occupancy 69,891 48,364
Professional Fees 24,606 16,152
Conferences 24,487 17,697
Printing and Publications 13,806 16,979
Office Supplies 18,933 10,169
Telephone/Communications 10,297 9,134
Postage/Delivery Services 6,380 7,115
Equipment and Repair 6,772 12,596
Subscriptions and Dues 977 1,551
Travel 1,110 1,598
Depreciation 5,924 4,828
Consulting Fees - 2,000
Internet Expenses 10,615 5,607
Insurance 2,642 -
Moving Expenses - 3,709
Interest Expenses - 1,000
Miscellaneous ‘ 3,437 4,205
TOTAL 555,448 471,339
INCOME
Unrestricted Income 327,095 379,509
Restricted Income 303,912 184,750
TOTAL 631,007 564,259
Surplus (Deficit) 75,559 92,920

The IRS has determined that contributions to the Fund for Modern Courts are tax-deductible under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Copies of the audited financial statements are available from
Modern Courts upon request. A copy of our latest financial filing may be obtained by writing to the New York
State Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10271 or to the Fund for
Modern Courts, 351 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019.
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Staff

Steven M. Zeidman, Executive Director, joined Modern Courts in August, 1999. A graduate of Duke
University School of Law, Mr. Zeidman came to Modern Courts after teaching at New York University
School of Law. He continues to teach as an adjunct professor at Pace University School of Law. Earlier in
his career, Mr. Zeidman was a supervising attorney with the Legal Aid Society. He serves on the Board of
Directors of Prisoners’ Legal Services, is a member of the Criminal Courts Committee of the Association
of the Bar of the City of New York, and is Co-Chair of the New York County Lawyers’ Association Task Force
on the Representation of the Indigent. He served as Subcommittee Chair of Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye’s
Jury Project, and as a member of the Sentencing Reform Act Commission. Mr. Zeidman has lectured at
numerous professional and bar associations and is also the author of several articles and essays.

Kimyetta R. Robinson, Director of Court Monitoring, joined Modern Courts in January, 1999. She is a
graduate of Columbia University with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. Ms. Robinson coordinates
court monitoring projects across the State, and writes and edits reports and other publications. She
also works with various Board committees, and serves as liaison to the Court Monitoring and
Nominating Committees.

Christopher E. Cesarani, Director of Advocacy, also joined Modern Courts as part of the CJP in
April, 2000. Mr. Cesarani is a graduate of Skidmore College and the New York Law School. He was
named coordinator of the CIP’s OmbudService in April, 1998. From 1991 to 1994, he served as a
litigation and corporate paralegal for Davis Polk & Wardwell. He served as chief campaign aide for
a congressional candidate, remains involved in various pro bono activities, and consults on Web
site design. Mr. Cesarani serves as liaison to the Legislative Committee of the Committee for
Modern Courts.

Jane Eggers, Director of the Citizens Jury Project, joined Modern Courts in November, 2001. She is a
graduate of the University of New Hampshire and Columbia University, where she received a Master of
Science in Social Work in International Policy. Ms. Eggers came to Modern Courts with a variety of
work experience in governmental and non-governmental organizations, including directing education
programs for community organizations, and interning as a writer and researcher for Human Rights
Watch and the United Nations. As Director of the Citizens Jury Project, Ms. Eggers coordinates the
Project’s Ombudservice, analyzes data collected in Manhattan and Brooklyn courts, writes reports, and
assists in the development and implementation of jury-related studies in New York courts.

Brian G. Maxey joined Modern Courts in April, 2000, when Modern Courts assumed control of the
Citizens Jury Project (CJP). Mr. Maxey is a graduate of Occidental College, New York University’s
Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service, and Fordham University School of Law. He first
joined the CJP in 1998 as a legal policy analyst and technology coordinator. He also supervised the
first survey of users in New York County Family Court, and co-authored “New York Family Court: The
Court User Perspective.” Mr. Maxey served as liaison to Modern Courts’ Finance Committee. Mr. Maxey
left Modern Courts in September 2001.

Aishah Rashied, Development Coordinator, joined Modern Courts in Spring 2001 as the first fundraising
professional on staff in Modern Court’s history. Ms. Rashied is a graduate of Emory University, which
she attended as a Goodrich C. White Scholar. From 1998-2000, Ms. Rashied was the Alumni Coordinator
and Development Associate at the Paidea School in Atlanta, GA. Ms. Rasheid served as the Development
Director at Project South: Institute for the Elimination of Poverty and Genacide from 1996-1998.
Previously, she promoted various non-profit groups in Atlanta, and founded Science and Soul, a
biannual fund and awareness-raising event.

Helga A. Schroeter joined Modern Courts in 1989 as Legislative Liaison and Coordinator of the
Capital District Chapter. She is a past President of the League of Women Voters of Schenectady County
and a founder of Families for the Future. She has received the Liberty Bell Award from the Schenectady
County Bar Association in recognition of outstanding community service work, and the Human Rights
Player’s Award from the State Division of Human Rights. Ms. Schroeter administers court monitoring
projects in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady Counties, and coordinates lobbying efforts
for the Committee for Modern Courts.

Simone J. Lewis, Administrative Assistant, joined Modern Courts in 1998 on a part-time basis while
completing her Bachelor of Arts in Film and Media Studies. In December, 1999, she assumed the role
on a full-time basis, and provides clerical and project support for the staff and the Board of Directors.
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The Fund for Modern
Courts, Inc., a nonpartisan,
nonprofit, statewide court
reform organization, is
concerned with the quality
and administration of
justice in New York State.
The Fund researches the
problems confronting the
state court system

and sponsors programs
educating the public
about the urgent need for
improvement.
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